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mafiona[ Permanent Forest Estate for Gidniare Changs Muigation

By
U Sein Thet Director (Rtd)

Chairman, FREDA

Global emissions of carbon dioxide mainly from fossil fuel burning will rise 2.7 percent in 2018,
scientists said on 5™ December, 2018, signaling a world “completely off course” in the fight against climate
change. Last year, CO, pollution increased by 1.6 percent after a three-year hiatus that raised hopes manmade
greenhouse gas emissions had finally peaked despite an expanding world economy. The 2015 Paris climate
treaty calls for capping global warming at “well below” two degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit), a goal
that scientists say could soon slip out of our grasp if planet-warming continues to climb. Even a 2°C ceiling
above pre-industrial levels may not be enough to avoid catastrophic impacts, the UN’s climate science panel
concluded in a landmark report in October 2018.

The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has said that CO, emissions must
drop 50 percent by 2030 and reach “net zero™, with no additional leakage into the atmosphere by 2050 if
the rise in Earth’s temperature is to be checked at the safer limit of 1.5°C.

Sustainably managed forests provide essential goods and services and thus play vital part in sustainable
development. Reliable and up-to-date information on the state of forest resources is crucial to support
decision-making for investment and policymaking in forestry and sustainable development. FAO, at the
request of its member countries, regularly monitors the world’s forests and their management and uses through
the Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA).

Forest and forest management have changed substantially over the past 25 years. Overall, this period
has seen a series of positive results. Even though, globally, the extent of the world’s forests continues to
decline as human population continues to grow and demand for food and land increases, the rate of net
forest loss has been cut by over 50 percent. At the same time, the attention paid to sustainable forest
management has never been higher: more land is designated as permanent forest, more measurement,
monitoring, reporting, planning and stakeholder involvement is taking place, and the legal framework for
sustainable forest management is nearly universal. Larger areas are being designated for conservation of
biodiversity at the same time as forests are meeting increasing demand for forest products and services. In
1990 the world had 4128 million ha of forest; by 2015 this area has decreased to 3999 million ha. This is
a change from 31.6 percent of global land area in 1990 to 30.6 percent in 2015. Yet deforestation, or forest
conversion, is more complicated than that. Globally, forest gains and losses occur continuously, and are very
difficult to monitor even with high resolution satellite imagery. Natural forest and planted forest area change
dynamics differ and vary dramatically across national circumstances and forest types.

Because forest provide the bulk of the world’s forest products and a number of ecological and
environmental services, such as water purification, erosion control and carbon sequestration. It is vital to
understand current forest resources and the many paths by which forests are changing. Forests also act as
sinks and sources of carbon. So monitoring forest additions and deletions through land-use change helps
scientists and decision-makers to gauge the forests’ ability to reduce net greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

Sustainable forest management means different things to different people. It includes the use of social,
environmental and economic criteria that help to maintain the flow of forest goods and services without
significant degradation over time. Essentially it is forest management for the long term: the production of
forest goods and services to meet the needs of present and future generations while preserving natural
capital. It is reasonable to expect that, ultimately, virtually all forest countries will have SFM-supportive
policies and regulations. The challenge will be to construct regulations so that forest managers are encouraged
to follow them, by making investments in practical improvements profitable over a reasonable period. Support
of SFM at the legal, data, management planning and stakeholder involvement levels is critical in facilitating
long-term forest management. This applies to governments, private companies, communities and individuals.
Permanent forest estate area as a proportion of total forest has increased slightly due to the reduction in total
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forest but there has been little change in the area of PFE. This stability in the area designated by the state as
permanent forest estate over a 25-year period provides a good indication that the 1.5 billion ha designation
will persist into the foreseeable future. Less certain is whether the amount of private forest land is likely to
remain forest, even though the percentage of forest owned privately at the global scale is increasing.

With vast and diverse natural forests, Myanmar is still green in terms of forest cover as well as low
carbon emission. Natural forests of Myanmar can sequester substantial amount of carbon in the form of
biomass. The forest sector of Myanmar plays an important role in GHG emission/reduction processes-
partly because the forests can be carbon sinks if properly managed, and partly because the forests can be
source of GHG emissions due to deforestation. The mitigation strategies could be aimed at reducing carbon
emission and increasing carbon sequestration in forestry sector of Myanmar. Short-term (10 years) and long
term (30 years) considerations could be taken into account to determine the effective mitigation strategies to
achieve the sustainable carbon sequestration and socioeconomic responses. Forest mitigation practices that
can restrain the rate of increase in atmospheric CO, can be grouped into three categories: (1) management
for carbon conservation;(ii) management for carbon sequestration and storage; and (ii1) management for
carbon substitution.

Myanmar considers climate change as a major challenge to its socio-economic development and is
therefore determined to play its part in mitigating global climate change, while actively adapting to its effects.
In effect, the country is extremely vulnerable to the negative effects of climate change. In 2015, for the third
consecutive year, Myanmar was ranked globally by studies as the second most vulnerable country in the
world to extreme weather events over the last 20 years. Tropical Cyclone Nargis caused the loss of 138,000
lives in 2008 and devastated of infrastructure, causing long-term adverse socio-economic impacts. The
estimated total cost of loss and damage due to Nargis to the national economy is estimated to be over
4 billion USD. During mid-2015, Myanmar experienced floods of unprecedented proportions. Observed
changes in the last decades include rain pattern variations that are causing climate-driven migration that
affect, for instance, the socio-economic conditions of dry regions due to increased occurrences of drought.
In addition, climate models predict further sustained impacts from climate change in future, which will further
expose Myanmar to the negative impacts of climate change.

By 2030, Myanmar’s permanent forest estate (PFE) target is to increase national land area as forest
land with the following percent of total land area:

Reserved Forest (RF) and Protected Public Forest (PPF)=30% of total national land area

Protected Area Systems (PAS) = 10% of total national land area

The Government of Myanmar is following the implementation plan as set out in the 30-year National
Forestry Master Plan (2001-30). To develop its capacity to meet such ambitious targets, Myanmar has
set about a number of a ctivities under the plan at the national and regional level:

In2011, Myanmar joined the UN-REDD Programme (United Nations collaborative initiative on

Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation in developing countries). The REDD+

Core Unit was established in the Ministry of Environmental Conservation and Forestry

(MOECAF)(Now MONREC), and has the task of coordinating and guiding REDD+ related actions

at national level. Myanmar developed its REDD+ Readiness Roadmap in 2013 and prioritized the

activities for the Implementation. In 2015 a new proposal was submitted for UN-REDD Support
for the Implementation of the Myanmar REDD+ Readiness Roadmap.

In 2014,Myanmar joined the European Union’s Forest Law Enforcement Governance Trade

(FLEGT) programme which provides capacity building on legal aspects related to forestry.

As set in Myanmar’s Initial National Communication. Due to its rich forest land, Myanmar is a net
GHG emissions sink. It is therefore already providing a positive contribution to the global fight against
climate change. Despite this, Myanmar is facing the serious negative impacts of climate change caused by
industrialized nations, Myanmar now wishes to develop its economy, but without measures to address
emissions in the future, economic growth may affect its status as a net GHG sink in the years to come.
Myanmar is therefore committed to take the actions set out in this INDC in order to limit growth of its future
GHG emissions and by doing so to create harmony and balance between economic development and
environmental sustainability.
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WHAT ARE THE SOURCES
OF AIR POLLUTION?

Outdoor air pollution affects urban and rural areas and is caused by multiple fxf:

i

Countries cannot tackle air pollution alone.
It s a global challenge we must ali combat together,
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